
Future of the Planet

Task: Rights of the Animal Kingdom

Activity 1: Listening

Welcome to a practice listening task for the ISE III.

You are going to hear a talk about exploring the legal and ethical treatment of non-human
beings and the rights of the animal kingdom. You will hear the talk twice. The first time, just
listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally what the speaker is talking about. Are you ready?

Audio Script
The treatment of animals has garnered increasing attention as our understanding of their
cognitive abilities, emotions, and capacity for suffering continues to evolve. The focus of this
exploration is to delve into the legal and ethical considerations surrounding the rights of the
animal kingdom. By examining the legal framework and ethical perspectives, we can foster a
deeper understanding of the treatment of non-human beings and advocate for their inherent
rights and ethical treatment.

The legal landscape concerning animal rights varies across countries, reflecting differing
attitudes and values. Each jurisdiction has its own set of laws and regulations that determine
the rights and treatment of animals. While some nations have comprehensive animal welfare
legislation, others have more limited protections. These variations highlight the importance of
understanding the legal framework within which animals are safeguarded. Furthermore, laws
against animal cruelty play a crucial role in protecting animals from harm and ensuring their
welfare. Such laws aim to prevent and punish acts of animal cruelty, providing legal recourse
for instances of abuse or neglect. These anti-cruelty laws act as a deterrent and promote
responsible treatment of animals. In addition to laws against animal cruelty, measures are in
place to safeguard endangered species. These protections address the threat posed by
poaching, habitat destruction, and exploitation. International agreements serve to regulate
the trade and protection of endangered species, aiming to preserve biodiversity and
safeguard vulnerable animal populations. What’s more, recognition of animal sentience is an
emerging aspect of the legal framework. Some legal systems acknowledge that animals are
sentient beings, capable of experiencing pain, emotions, and cognitive abilities. This
recognition reflects an evolving understanding of animals' experiences and influences legal
standards and protections. Not to mention that there are landmark cases and international
agreements have played a pivotal role in shaping animal rights legislation. These legal
precedents and agreements establish important guidelines and standards, influencing
subsequent legal developments and highlighting the global significance of animal rights
advocacy.

Beyond legal considerations, ethical perspectives play a vital role in discussions surrounding
the treatment of non-human beings. Moral aspects related to the treatment of animals
encompass a range of considerations, including their well-being, rights, and the moral
obligations society holds towards them. On top of that, different philosophical perspectives
contribute to ethical discussions on animal rights. Utilitarianism considers the overall



happiness or suffering experienced by animals, deontological ethics emphasizes principles
and duties, while animal rights theories advocate for the recognition of animals' inherent
rights. These diverse perspectives offer varying ethical frameworks through which to
evaluate the moral treatment of non-human beings. Besides that, arguments for animal
rights emphasize their entitlement to life, freedom from unnecessary suffering, and bodily
integrity. These arguments recognize the inherent worth and intrinsic value of animals,
advocating for their fair and compassionate treatment. They challenge practices such as
using animals for entertainment, scientific experimentation, or as a source of food. What is
equally important is societal attitudes and cultural practices significantly influence ethical
discussions surrounding animals. Cultural norms, traditions, and beliefs shape how animals
are perceived and treated within different societies. By examining these influences, we can
better understand the underlying factors that contribute to varying perspectives on animal
rights and ethical treatment.

To end on a conclusive note, animal rights advocacy is grounded in the belief that animals
possess inherent rights and should be treated ethically. Recognizing animals' cognitive
abilities, emotions, and capacity for suffering demands a reevaluation of our moral
obligations towards them. By considering both the legal framework and ethical
considerations, we can work towards creating a society that upholds the intrinsic rights of
non-human beings and ensures their ethical treatment. Through promoting compassion and
advocating for animal rights, we strive for a harmonious coexistence with the animal
kingdom, respecting their dignity and well-being.

Can you tell me in one or two sentences what the speaker was talking about?

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then
I’ll ask you to tell me the point of view of the speaker, the legal framework for understanding
animal rights, laws and regulations and the ethical considerations of examining the moral
treatment of non-human beings.

Now tell me the point of view of the speaker, the legal framework for understanding animal
rights, laws and regulations and the ethical considerations of examining the moral treatment
of non-human beings. You have one minute to talk.

This is the end of the listening task.



Answers:

Point of view of the speaker ● Animal rights advocacy: Promoting
the idea that animals have inherent
rights and deserve ethical treatment.

Legal Framework: Understanding Animal
Rights, Laws and Regulations

● Legal variations: Countries have
different laws on animal rights.

● Anti-cruelty laws: Laws against
animal cruelty are in place.

● Protection for endangered species:
Measures to safeguard endangered
animals.

● Recognition of animal sentience:
Some legal systems recognize
animals as sentient.

● Landmark cases and agreements:
Influential legal cases and
international agreements.

Ethical Considerations: Examining the
Moral Treatment of Non-Human Beings

● Ethical considerations: Moral
aspects of non-human treatment.

● Philosophical perspectives:
Utilitarianism, deontological ethics,
animal rights theories.

● Arguments for animal rights: Right to
life, freedom from suffering, bodily
integrity.

● Societal attitudes and cultural
practices: Influence on ethical
discussions.

Marks: +_ / +10


