
School Curriculum

Task: Standardized Testing and Curriculum

Activity 1: Listening

Welcome to a practice listening task for the GESE 10.

You are going to hear a talk about standardized testing and curriculum. You will hear the talk
twice. The first time, just listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally what the speaker is
talking about. Are you ready?

Audio Script
Standardized Testing and Curriculum have certainly sparked numerous debates and
discussions within the realm of education. While some argue that standardized testing is an
effective means of evaluating students' knowledge and skills, others may be wrong but
question its impact on the overall educational experience. This topic often goes beyond the
realm of small talk, delving into the pensive exploration of how standardized testing shapes
the curriculum and influences student learning. Critics highlight concerns such as the
narrowing of focus, teaching to the test, and the potential limitations in capturing the diverse
abilities of students. However, proponents argue that standardized testing provides a
standardized benchmark and promotes accountability. Amidst these differing views, it is
crucial to examine the various aspects of standardized testing and its relationship with the
curriculum, keeping in mind the goal of fostering resilient and well-rounded learners.

The impact of standardized testing on curriculum is quite significant and not always positive.
Firstly, it often leads to a narrowing of focus within schools, as the pressure to improve test
scores drives educators to prioritize teaching test-specific content. As a result, the curriculum
becomes skewed towards subjects and skills that are directly assessed, while other
important areas such as arts, physical education, and social studies receive reduced
instructional time. This narrowed focus can also result in an overemphasis on rote
memorization, as students are encouraged to simply regurgitate information rather than
develop a deeper understanding or critical thinking skills. Moreover, the teaching-to-the-test
mentality can completely restrict teachers' ability to foster creativity and critical thinking
among students. Unfortunately, these unintended consequences include increased stress
and anxiety among students, as the focus on test scores creates an unhealthy competitive
environment. Inscrutable to individual abilities and unfettered by diverse learning styles,
standardized testing can make students feel confined and hinder their overall growth and
development within the educational system. It is crucial to make a move towards a more
holistic and comprehensive approach that values students' diverse talents and promotes a
well-rounded education.

The challenges and criticisms of standardized testing in the curriculum are basically rooted
in its limitations and lack of adaptability. Standardized tests are absolutely considered an
inadequate measure of learning since they fail to capture the full range of students' abilities,
skills, and knowledge. With a one-size-fits-all approach, these tests overlook the diverse
learning styles and strengths of students, making it difficult to truly evaluate their progress.



Additionally, standardized testing raises equity concerns, as students from disadvantaged
backgrounds may face additional barriers to success, perpetuating educational inequities.
One major criticism lies in the limited focus on real-world skills. By prioritizing content
knowledge, standardized testing often neglects essential skills such as problem-solving,
creativity, and collaboration that are crucial for success beyond the classroom. In a
sink-or-swim scenario, students are expected to perform well on these tests without proper
consideration for their nonchalant or yearning for different modes of learning. Finally, it is
vital to address these challenges and move towards a more inclusive and comprehensive
evaluation system that acknowledges and nurtures the diverse talents and needs of all
students.

Don't you think it might be time to reevaluate standardized testing and its impact on
education? It's becoming increasingly evident that a more holistic approach to learning is
totally necessary. By solely focusing on standardized tests, we may be turning a blind eye to
the diverse abilities and talents of our students. It's essential to recognize that education
should transcend beyond mere test scores and embrace the inevitable fact that students
have unique strengths and learning styles. Prioritizing a well-rounded curriculum that fosters
critical thinking, creativity, problem-solving, and collaboration would allow students to
develop skills that go beyond memorization and regurgitation. Let's shift the focus towards a
comprehensive evaluation system that values individual growth and equips students with the
tools they need for success in the real world.

Can you tell me in one or two sentences what the speaker was talking about?

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then
I’ll ask you to tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the impact of standardized
testing on curriculum and challenges and criticisms of standardized testing in curriculum.

Now tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the impact of standardized testing on
curriculum and challenges and criticisms of standardized testing in curriculum. You have one
minute to talk.

This is the end of the listening task.



Answers:

Point of view of the
speaker

● Standardized testing should be reevaluated to prioritize
holistic learning and foster students' diverse abilities.

The Impact of
Standardized Testing on
Curriculum

● Narrowing of focus: Standardized testing often leads to
a narrowed curriculum, as schools prioritize teaching
test-specific content over a well-rounded education.

● Teaching to the test: Teachers may feel pressure to
focus primarily on test preparation, limiting their ability
to foster critical thinking and creativity.

● Reduced time for non-tested subjects: Non-tested
subjects like arts, physical education, and social
studies may receive less instructional time due to the
emphasis on tested subjects.

● Overemphasis on rote memorization: Standardized
testing can promote a culture of memorization rather
than fostering deeper understanding and critical
thinking skills.

● Unintended consequences: The focus on test scores
can lead to stress, anxiety, and an unhealthy
competitive environment among students.

Challenges and Criticisms
of Standardized Testing in
Curriculum

● Inadequate measure of learning: Standardized tests fail
to capture the full range of students' abilities, skills, and
knowledge.

● One-size-fits-all approach: Students have diverse
learning styles and strengths, making it challenging to
evaluate their progress solely through standardized
tests.

● Equity concerns: Standardized tests can perpetuate
educational inequities, as students from disadvantaged
backgrounds may face additional barriers to success.

● Limited focus on real-world skills: Standardized testing
often prioritizes content knowledge over essential skills
like problem-solving, creativity, and collaboration.

Marks: +_ / +10



Grammar Used in the listening task:
● Modifiers: basically / quite / certainly
● Intensifiers: absolutely / completely / totally
● Tentative Expressions: I may be wrong but…. / Don’t you think it might be….?
● Signposting Words: firstly / finally
● Idioms / Expressions: under the weather / to be bored to tears / sink or swim / a

shoulder to cry on / turn a blind eye to / to my mind / small talk / get it off your
chest / be at a loose end / make a move / laugh your head off


