
Designer Goods

Task: Counterfeit Designer Goods

Activity 1: Listening

Welcome to a practice listening task for the GESE 10.

You are going to hear a talk about counterfeit designer goods. You will hear the talk twice.
The first time, just listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally what the speaker is talking
about. Are you ready?

Audio Script
Counterfeit designer goods, certainly a topic that sparks intrigue and concern, delve into the
realm of imitation and deception. The allure of acquiring luxury items at a fraction of the cost
may be tempting, but it raises pertinent questions about authenticity and ethical
consumption. One may be wrong but cannot help but ponder the impact of this widespread
phenomenon on the fashion industry and society at large. Beyond the surface of small talk
and surface-level fascination, the proliferation of counterfeit designer goods reveals a more
pensive truth. While legitimate luxury brands strive for innovation and craftsmanship,
counterfeit goods undermine their efforts, eroding the value of genuine products.
Nevertheless, the fashion industry has proven resilient, actively combating the counterfeit
trade through legal measures, heightened awareness, and continuous innovation. Exploring
the intricacies of counterfeit designer goods invites us to navigate the complex landscape
where genuine luxury intersects with the dubious realm of counterfeits, and to question the
choices we make as consumers in shaping the future of the fashion industry.

Firstly, the pervasive problem of counterfeit designer goods is quite a growing issue that
affects both consumers and the global economy. Counterfeit designer goods are fraudulent
products that are intentionally crafted to imitate the appearance of authentic luxury brands.
This illicit market has reached staggering proportions, with estimates suggesting its worth in
the billions of dollars annually. The consequences of counterfeit designer goods extend
beyond mere infringement of intellectual property rights; they also pose significant harm to
the economy and legitimate businesses. The production and sale of these counterfeit goods
often involve a web of illegal activities, such as smuggling, money laundering, and
connections to organized crime networks. For unsuspecting consumers, the purchase of
counterfeit designer goods can completely lead to a host of problems. Quality issues are a
common concern, as these imitations are often manufactured with substandard materials
and craftsmanship. Furthermore, there are potential health hazards associated with
counterfeit goods, such as unsafe materials or chemical components. Additionally, unwitting
consumers unknowingly support unethical practices and contribute to an inscrutable and
unfettered market. To combat this pervasive issue, stronger enforcement measures,
consumer education initiatives, and collaborative efforts among various stakeholders are
necessary to make a meaningful move towards addressing the problem of counterfeit
designer goods. In this way individuals can make a move to help eliminate counterfeit
designer goods.



Counterfeit designer goods have far-reaching negative impacts that necessitate proactive
measures from government and law enforcement agencies, as well as collaborative efforts
among various stakeholders. The production and distribution of these fraudulent goods
basically undermine the economy, legitimate businesses, and consumer trust. To combat this
issue, authorities are implementing measures to crack down on counterfeit operations.
However, combating counterfeit designer goods goes beyond enforcement; increased public
awareness and education campaigns are absolutely crucial. Educating consumers on how to
identify and avoid counterfeit products can significantly reduce their demand and profitability.
Online platforms and e-commerce sites are also playing a key role by implementing stricter
policies and procedures to prevent the sale of counterfeit goods on their platforms.
Collaborative efforts among luxury brands, industry associations, and legal authorities are
essentially a sink or swim situation, as they work together to share information, intelligence,
and resources to combat this pervasive problem. These efforts are not to be taken
nonchalantly; they are driven by a yearning to protect the integrity of the fashion industry,
safeguard consumers, and maintain a fair and transparent marketplace. Ultimately, by
addressing the negative impacts of counterfeit designer goods through a multi-faceted
approach, we can begin to curb the spread of counterfeit goods and foster a more
trustworthy and authentic market environment.

Don't you think it might be essential to enhance enforcement efforts and educate consumers
in order to effectively curb the rampant spread of counterfeit designer goods? It is clear that
merely turning a blind eye to this issue will have detrimental consequences. Stronger
enforcement measures would discourage counterfeit producers and sellers, creating a
greater deterrent against their illegal activities. Additionally, consumer education plays a
totally crucial role in equipping individuals with the knowledge and skills needed to identify
and avoid counterfeit goods. By raising awareness about the risks associated with
counterfeit products, it will be inevitable that consumers can make informed purchasing
decisions and actively contribute to the reduction of this illicit market. The fight against
counterfeit designer goods transcends individual efforts; it necessitates a collective endeavor
involving government agencies, law enforcement, industry stakeholders, and consumers.
Although it is undeniable that eradicating counterfeit goods entirely may be challenging,
taking proactive measures is vital to minimize their impact and protect the integrity of the
fashion industry.

Can you tell me in one or two sentences what the speaker was talking about?

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then
I’ll ask you to tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the pervasive problem of
counterfeit designer goods and the negative impacts of counterfeit designer goods.

Now tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the pervasive problem of counterfeit
designer goods and the negative impacts of counterfeit designer goods. You have one
minute to talk.

This is the end of the listening task.



Answers:

Point of view of the
speaker

● Stronger enforcement and consumer education are
necessary to effectively curb the spread of counterfeit
designer goods.

The Pervasive Problem of
Counterfeit Designer
Goods

● Counterfeit designer goods refer to fake or imitation
products that are made to resemble authentic luxury
brands.

● The global market for counterfeit designer goods is
estimated to be worth billions of dollars each year.

● Counterfeit designer goods not only infringe on
intellectual property rights but also harm the economy
and legitimate businesses.

● The production and sale of counterfeit designer goods
often involve illegal activities such as smuggling,
money laundering, and organized crime.

● Consumers who unknowingly purchase counterfeit
designer goods may face quality issues, potential
health hazards, and support unethical practices.

The Negative Impacts of
Counterfeit Designer
Goods

● Government and law enforcement agencies are taking
measures to combat the production and distribution of
counterfeit designer goods.

● Increased public awareness and education campaigns
are crucial in helping consumers identify and avoid
counterfeit designer goods.

● Online platforms and e-commerce sites are
implementing stricter policies and procedures to
prevent the sale of counterfeit goods.

● Collaborative efforts between luxury brands, industry
associations, and legal authorities are essential in the
fight against counterfeit designer goods.

Marks: +_ / +10



Grammar Used in the listening task:
● Modifiers: basically / quite / certainly
● Intensifiers: absolutely / completely / totally
● Tentative Expressions: I may be wrong but…. / Don’t you think it might be….?
● Signposting Words: firstly / finally
● Idioms / Expressions: under the weather / to be bored to tears / sink or swim / a

shoulder to cry on / turn a blind eye to / to my mind / small talk / get it off your
chest / be at a loose end / make a move / laugh your head off


