
Competitiveness

Task: The Value on Competition and Education in the Workplace

Activity 1: Listening

Welcome to a practice listening task for the GESE 11.

You are going to hear a talk about the value of competition and education in the workplace.
You will hear the talk twice. The first time, just listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally
what the speaker is talking about. Are you ready?

Audio Script
The value placed on competition and education in the workplace is absolutely crucial in
today's dynamic and ever-evolving professional landscape. These two factors have a
mind-blowing impact on individual growth, organizational success, and overall societal
progress. While the relationship between competition and education may seem controversial
at times, it is undeniable that they go hand in hand in fostering innovation, driving
productivity, and enhancing overall competitiveness. A well-rounded education equips a
competitive individual with the necessary knowledge, skills, and critical thinking abilities to
thrive in competitive environments. Furthermore, competition serves as a catalyst for
continuous learning and improvement, pushing individuals and organizations willingly
enough to strive for excellence. Regrettably, the true value of competition and education is
often underestimated or overlooked. However, by recognizing their significance and
leveraging their potential, we can unlock a world of opportunities and achieve remarkable
feats in the workplace and beyond.

Competition plays a vital role in fostering innovation and driving growth in various industries.
It not only stimulates innovation but also promotes efficiency and cost optimization. When
companies compete, they are pushed to find new and better ways of doing things, leading to
advancements in products, services, and processes. This not only benefits the companies
themselves but also provides consumers with more choices and greater affordability, which
is great for a confused consumer. Competition encourages investment and entrepreneurial
endeavors, as individuals and businesses seek to seize opportunities in competitive
markets. Moreover, competition fosters market responsiveness and adaptability. Companies
need to stay attuned to consumer demands and rapidly adapt to changes in order to stay
ahead of the competition. This dynamic environment ensures that market needs are met at
the highest possible level and allows for responses to emerge trends relatively quickly. While
competition can be challenging and at times create confusion, its overall effect is extremely
beneficial for driving innovation, growth, and economic development.

Enhancing competitiveness through education and skill development is a key strategy for
individuals, businesses, and societies to totally achieve the best possible outcomes in
today's competitive landscape. Education and skill development initiatives significantly boost
competitiveness by equipping individuals with the knowledge and abilities required to excel
in their fields extremely well. Upgraded skills not only lead to increased productivity but also



contribute to overall organizational success. Moreover, education plays a crucial role in
nurturing innovation and creativity, as individuals with well-developed critical thinking and
problem-solving skills can find unique and effective solutions. Surprisingly enough,
enhanced competitiveness through education and skill development also attracts
investments and opportunities. Well-to-do investors seek locations and organizations that
possess a highly skilled workforce capable of driving innovation and delivering the most
wanted products or services. Therefore, investing in education and skill development is not
only a wise decision for personal and professional growth but also an investment in the
long-term competitiveness and success of individuals, businesses, and societies.

Having said that, it is perfectly well understood that investing in education and skill
development is incredibly significant for individuals, businesses, and societies in order to
thrive in the highly competitive global landscape of today. If society had realized this mistake
earlier and placed a stronger emphasis on education and skill development, it is likely that
the world would be a different place today. Luckily enough, there is a growing recognition of
the importance of education and skill enhancement, and efforts are being made to rectify this
oversight. By prioritizing education and skill development, individuals can equip themselves
with the necessary tools to navigate the complexities of the modern world, businesses can
stay ahead of the competition, and societies can foster growth and prosperity.

Can you tell me in one or two sentences what the speaker was talking about?

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then
I’ll ask you to tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the role of competition in
fostering innovation and growth, as well as enhancing competitiveness through education
and skill development.

Now tell me about the point of view of the speaker, the role of competition in fostering
innovation and growth, as well as enhancing competitiveness through education and skill
development. You have one minute to talk.

This is the end of the listening task.



Answers:

Point of View of the
speaker

● Investing in education and skill development is crucial for
individuals, businesses, and societies to thrive in today's
highly competitive global landscape.

The Role of
Competition in
Fostering Innovation
and Growth

● Stimulates innovation and drives growth.
● Promotes efficiency and cost optimization.
● Encourages investment and entrepreneurial endeavors.
● Provides consumers with more choices and affordability.
● Fosters market responsiveness and adaptability.

Enhancing
Competitiveness
Through Education
and Skill
Development

● Education and skill development boost competitiveness.
● Upgraded skills result in increased productivity.
● Education nurtures innovation and creativity.
● Enhanced competitiveness attracts investments and

opportunities.

Marks: +_ / +10



Grammar Used in the listening task:
● inversions: not only….but
● compound adjectives: jaw-dropping / well-to-do
● modifiers: absolutely / extremely / incredibly / totally
● Past participle as adjective: the most wanted player / a written document / a

confused girl
● superlative + postmodifier + noun: best possible location / highest possible

level
● adverb + enough: surprisingly enough / sadly enough / luckily enough
● adverb + adverb: perfectly well / extremely well / relatively quickly
● Mix Conditional: If society had realized this mistake earlier, it would be a

different world today.
● Perfect Infinitive: Having said that,...


