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Task: Tina Turner, Triumph Over Adversity

Activity 1: Listening

Welcome to a practice listening task for the ISE 3.

You are going to hear a talk about Tina Turner and how she triumphed over adversity. You
will hear the talk twice. The first time, just listen. Then I’ll ask you to tell me generally what
the speaker is talking about. Are you ready?

Audio Script
From humble beginnings to worldwide stardom, Tina Turner's journey is a testament to
resilience, determination, and the power of triumph over adversity. Throughout this session,
we will delve into the challenges she faced and the remarkable moments of triumph that
defined her path. From overcoming personal struggles to achieving monumental success,
Tina Turner's story is an inspiration for all, showcasing the transformative power of
perseverance and the unwavering pursuit of one's dreams. Many have been captivated by
the extraordinary tale of Tina Turner, a true legend who triumphed against all odds.

Tina Turner's journey was not without its fair share of adversity. She faced early struggles
stemming from poverty, which brought limited opportunities and posed challenges in
pursuing her passion for music. Additionally, her abusive relationship with Ike Turner
subjected her to profound physical and emotional abuse, leaving a lasting impact on both
her personal life and career. Overcoming prejudices and facing limited opportunities as an
African-American artist, Tina encountered setbacks in gaining recognition within the industry.
Moreover, she endured personal loss, grappling with tragedies and the profound emotional
strain of losing loved ones. On top of all this, Tina had to confront health struggles, including
a life-threatening illness that significantly impacted her performances. Despite these
formidable adversities, Tina Turner's indomitable spirit and unwavering determination
propelled her forward, ultimately paving the way for her triumphs to come.

Tina Turner's life is a testament to triumph over adversity. Her solo success marked a
significant transition from the Ike & Tina Turner Revue to a remarkable solo career, earning
her critical acclaim and achieving chart-topping success. The recognition from the industry
came in the form of multiple Grammy Awards, validating her immense talent and solidifying
her status as a musical icon. One of the most remarkable triumphs in Tina's journey was her
comeback with the release of "Private Dancer." This album revitalized her career, becoming
a global sensation and reaffirming her position as a powerhouse in the music industry.
Beyond the realm of music, Tina Turner's personal triumph was evident in her liberation from
an abusive relationship. With incredible courage, she made the decision to leave, reclaiming
her freedom and empowering herself. Her journey serves as an inspiration, demonstrating
that triumph is possible even in the face of immense challenges.



In a closing reflection, Tina Turner's odyssey stands as a profound testament to the
unwavering strength of the human spirit. Throughout her tumultuous voyage, she defied the
odds, transcended barriers, and emerged as a triumphant force. From the depths of her
early struggles to the soaring heights of personal liberation, Tina Turner's narrative resounds
as a symphony of resilience and relentless pursuit. It strikes me that Tina Turner's
indomitable spirit, akin to a force of nature, not only shaped her own extraordinary career but
also imprinted an indelible mark upon the tapestry of music and the hearts of countless
admirers. Her journey ignites a spark of possibility, reminding us that in the face of adversity,
our inner fortitude can illuminate even the darkest paths. The remarkable legacy of Tina
Turner will forever resonate, an eternal testament to the power of unwavering determination
and the capacity for triumph against all odds.

Can you tell me in one or two sentences what the speaker was talking about?

Now listen to the talk again. This time make some notes as you listen, if you want to. Then
I’ll ask you to tell me the point of view of the speaker, the adversities Tina Turner had gone
through and the triumph that she achieved.

Now tell me the point of view of the speaker, the adversities Tina Turner had gone through
and the triumph that she achieved. You have one minute to talk.

This is the end of the listening task.

Answers:

Point of view of the speaker ● Insights and reflections on Tina
Turner's journey, highlighting her
resilience, triumphs, and impact on
the music industry.

Adversities experienced ● Early Struggles: Poverty, limited
opportunities, challenges in pursuing
music.

● Abusive Relationship: Ike Turner,
physical/emotional abuse, impact on
career.

● Career Setbacks: Prejudices, limited
opportunities as an
African-American artist, recognition
challenges.

● Personal Loss: Tragedies, loss of
loved ones, emotional strain.

● Health Struggles: Life-threatening
illness, impact on performances.



Triumphs gained ● Solo Success: Transition from Ike &
Tina Turner Revue to solo career,
critical acclaim, chart-topping
success.

● Grammy Awards: Multiple wins,
recognition from the industry,
validation of talent.

● Comeback with "Private Dancer":
Revitalized career, global sensation,
solidified status as a musical
powerhouse.

● Personal Liberation: Triumph over
abusive relationship, courage to
leave, reclaiming freedom,
empowerment.

Marks: +_ / +10


